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I. STABILITY AID MILITARY CAPABILITIES OF THE 
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Bo Size, combat effectiveness and poli tical : 
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NO, 1 SQUADRON 14 Oxford Bombsr (Modified trainers) 
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3 Ausfcer 

1 Spitf Ire 

4 Comm! 

11 Dakota 

Total 33 


All units of the BAF are located at Micaledon Airport* Range* o- 
(b) Paroonnel Str ength 

OEFICE RS EN LISTED 1 Cl&t 


PILOTS 

TRAINED 
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IN TRAINING 
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ALL OTHERS 

11 
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TOTALS 

25 

34 

412 

140 

* en 


The total personnel strength of the Buriasae .Mr Fore® io 591 of ihieh 


39 are Officers and 29 are Pilot 8 c 
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(c) Air Fa clliti m 

Hie majority of the thirty-on© principal airfields of 
Burma have been abandoned or are Uf:ed infrequently, with a consequent de- 
terioration of the air facilities*. The principal base of the Burmese Mr 
Force is i&ngaladon Airport, near Itangoon, whero the entire air force is 
based* Oecaaionally airfield** farther north, ouch as those at Melktlla 
and Lashio, are used for limited air support of ground troops operating 
against insurgents in these arms. Lighting, sex -vicing, repair, and xadie 
facilities are non-cxl stent except at a few of the major airfields that 
are being used by the BAF and civil airliner* 

In the event of a Chinese Communist invasion of Bursa, 
the airfield complex in the vicinity of Myitkyina, the airfields along the 
Irrawaddy River, and the airfields in the vicinity of Rangoon would assume 
considerable tactical, and strategic importance* It is estimated, that they 
could be restored to limited operational use after considerable rehabl lita- 
tion* 


(d) Combat ^Effectiveness 

An integral part of the Burmese Army* the Burmese Air 
Fore© is organized into a headquarters, one tactical squadron, and a training 
school* All matter® of organization and training are guided by a 25-3 ) man 
British Mission under the direction of B British officers* 

Equipment of the BAF consists of British World War XI 
trainers, trainers modified for bombing, transports, and one Spitfire ,‘ightar 


aircraft* British supervicad maintenance is considered good with serried 
ability at an estimated 70 percent* Serviceability would be extremely limi ted 
other than at Mingaladon Airport* Fuel must be airlifted to forward biases 

OSfr'rfh jlftf 

Approved For Release 2001/08/31; !!ClA-Jt« t /. fi 

' •• J V.- 'U 10* . 


01 2A001 10001 0004-3 



Approved For Release 2001/08/31 : CIA-RDP79R01 01 2A001 10001 0004-3 


and hand pumped into the a'uwt, Due to the almost complete lact of naint©- 
nance facilities and equipment, a few deya of intensive operations tree for- 
•ward bases would undoubtedly find the imoraalseion status of aircraft 
unsatisfactory* There is no military assistance scheduled for the BAF by the 
United States at this time* 

The capabilities of the Burmese Air Force are limited to 
small-scale support of ground troops and tactical reconnaissance o Against 
insurgent forces, these capabilities arm fairly effective when they can be 
employed* In the event of a Chinese Communist invasion, it is estimated that 
these capabilities would be of negligible value* 

Seasonal weather conditions severely limit all air opera- 

* 

tions, particularly during the late summer and early autumn .months* 

(e) Politi cc 

The Burmese Air Force is considered loyal to Genera 
tie tEn, the Supreme Commander of the Armed Forces, and the degree of tie BAF 
political reliability will, be determined by tills relationship* 

C c Cao abjjytljM ^ 

inearg; flnt operations, and against _dj_rect thlnepp., C.qinmu nirtJ; ivajion < 
I* Against individual and combined Insurgent operations* 

At present, the Burmese Air Force is too e ma il and ineffective 
to take a decisive par*; in the operations being conducted by the Burmese 
Government against the various Insurrectionary factions* Some air support 
of ground troops is providad through light bombing and strafing operations* 
The BAF also has a limited capability for tactical reconnaissance* Hc.tevsr, 
the capabilities of the BAF against individual end combined insurgent 
operations are only fair* 
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2c Against direct Chinese Cotariuaist invasion* 

Asoumlng an attache by the Chinese Communist Air Force, ihe 
Burmese Air Force would have only a negligible defensive capability *nce 
it is composed primarily of trainer and transport aircraft and has no early 
warning system, GCI, or anti-aircraft defense* Factors of distance, however, 
offset this vulnerability o 


Ho CAPABILITIES AND PfflSm OHS OF THE BURMESE IHSURGSJTS 

<1 w— ,m &3 .~jg.TiT.aa.iw an wat iwtw ww; Mamrt M i— HW— WMMWWP 

The Bumese Ansurgant forces have no air capability* There is no 
evidence that th© Chinese Gosjaamdsts have furnished any air aid to the 
insurgent a, eithor in tie form of air suppoit or material aid* If in the 
future th© Chinese Coanunist Air For??© should furnish air support for 
Burmese insurgents, it is estimated that the CCAF would experience many 
operational difficulties due to th© terrain factor end the guerrilla nature 
of the insurgent operations * 

in. CAPABILITIES OF THE CHIMB S COMM UNISTS TO INTERVENE DIRECTLY OR 
HIDIFECTLY 

A 0 Chinee© Communist captihjUltleK to provide materiel and teehl deal 
a ssistanc e. 

Inasmuch as the Bunaeee insurgents do not possess t . and probrialy 
will not develop, cn air capability. Chines© Cacarunist air materiel at 4 
technical assistance is not considered <, 

B. CaB^jlitig,s_of_thg, Chines© Corammiistn fee provide MHtaryJ orces^ 
assuming present cccim3..tmentg elsewhere . 

The Chinese Communist Air- Force is estimated to have approximately 
860 aircraft available at present, and additional aircraft could be mile 
available by the Soviet Air Force if the need should arise* The bulk of the * 
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aircraft available to the? Chinese Communists are currently located in north 
China and Manchuria* Aircraft could be redeployed to prepared airfields in 
southwest China for operations against Buraia, but the logistical conaidsra* 
tions involved would be a serious limiting factor <» 

There are nine Chinese Communist airfields within 120 mile# of 
tho Chinar»Bitrtaa border which, if repaired and maintained, could be used by 
fighters and ground at tacit aircraft in support of the Burmese Insurga its or 
Chinee© Communist ground forces,, Three airfieide in the vicinity of Kunming* 
230 miles from the Burmese border, could be used for bombing operatio xs 
against North and Central Barm, Sane airfield construction and rehaoili-* 
tation have been reported in southwestern China, but there is no nvldiace of 
stockpiling of POL end other aviation supplies sufficient to support 1 major 
air effort* 


In view of the above find its commitments elsewhere,. it is estimated 
the Chines© Communist Air Force would only be capable of ver?/ 1 limited air 
action against tho Govermant of Burma, either in air support of the iazmese 
insurgents or the Chinese Communist ground forces* Use of transport dreraft 
for supply operations would be a particularly practicable form of assistance 
although limited in scope* 

In view of tho limited nature of Communist air action in Ka *ea to 
date, redeployment of Chinese Cotamucist aircraft without including Jef 3 to 
airfields in southwest China cotild be effected without affecting substantially 
the present type of Communist military operations in Korea* However, redeploy- 
ment of any significant proportion of the CCA? for action against Buna., 
would remove much of the present threat of large-scale Communist of f ei nive 


nin 
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air station in Korea j and reduce air defensive strength in eastern Chi na and 


Manchuria o Logistical support of the Chinese Cemunist Air Force in operations 
against Durma, even for short— tjim operations, would be seriously handicapped 
as a result of the Korean operations 0 
17 , CHINESE COHIUIEEST IHTENTIONS T07ARD BURMA 

Bo Effect,, if any*, of war Jn Korea on Chinese Canauniat Intentions * 

The effect, if any, of the war in Korea on the long tern indentions 
of the Chinese Communists toward Burma is unknowns However, if prior to the 
Korean war, the Chinese Coramurdats were contemplating early aggressive mili- 
tary action against Burns, the present lack of evidence of preparations for 
invasion indicates at leant the postponement of such aggression* 

E* Probghle pres ant plan s and tactics . 

Chinese Communist ground strength in southwest China has remined 
relatively stable since the outbreak of the Korean war* However, in view of 
the extensive involvement of Chinese Communist military forces In the Korean 
conflict, the consequent logistical strain, and the serious losses suffered 
by their ground forces, it is estimated that their over-all capabilities for 
offensive action have been severoly curtailed to the point where they are 
not planning open military moves against Burma in the near future* Pr esent 
Chinese Communist tactics with respect to Burma appear to be more in the 
field of subversive activity, to which limited air supply operations sould 
be a useful adjunct. Increased activities of the Burma Communist Party and the 
Burma Workers and Peasants Party reflect the intensified Chinese Communist 
efforts in subversion and propaganda* 

Vo CONCLUSION'S. AS TO PB03PBSTS FOR SURVIVAL OF THE PRESENT BURMKSg ggggg , 

A* Against insurgent forces alone t 

ISprf 
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So long ns ths incnxrgunt forces do not receive outside aid, it 1 b 
estimated that the Burmese Government vdll be able to maintain its present 
military position 0 

Bo A ralnat inaur.-Tant fo reap wit h indire ct Ch inese Communist aln « 

The chances of success of the Bumesa insurgent forces would be 
considerably increased by Chinese Communist materiel and training asar ntanca 
Although plane for sue!’, assistance have been reported, there has been no 
evidence that the plans have been implemented* Chinese Ccmmiinist conr.it- 
nents elsewhere have probably been the moat important limiting factor on any 
auch aid which may have been contemplated* In summary, it in estimated that 
the chances for ultimate success of the insurgents will be in proportion to 
the degree of aid which may be furnished them by the Chinese Ccomunistso 
C e Against insurgent forcey with direct Communist aid * 

It is estimated that the present Burmese Government would be 
defeated quickly and overthrown in the event that the Chinese Coomunifte 
provided the insurgent forces with substantial direct military assistance* 
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